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RECENT PRESS HIGHLIGHTS

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

In 2016, Christian won an Emmy Award for 
his role in directing and producing an 
anti-hate advertising campaign aimed at 
helping youth disengage from white 
supremacist groups. He has worked as an 
adjunct professor at the college level, and is 
a frequent commentator on national and 
international news networks.

Christian Picciolini's memoir, WHITE 
AMERICAN YOUTH: My Descent into 
America’s Most Violent Hate Movement—and 
How I Got Out, where he details his 
involvement in, and eventual exit from, the 
early American white-supremacist skinhead 
movement, was published by Hachette 
Books in 2018.

✶  MSNBC ✶ CBS 60 Minutes ✶ Face the Nation ✶ CNN ✶ Time Magazine ✶ NPR ✶ CNN International ✶

✶ Showtime's 'Dark Net' ✶ The Politics of Hate (documentary) ✶ CNN Tech ✶ BBC ✶ Times of Israel ✶ Wall Street Journal ✶
✶ VICE ✶ DemocracyNow! ✶ Full Frontal w/ Samantha Bee ✶ CBS Evening News w/ Scott Pelley ✶

✶ 'I Love You, America!' w/ Sarah Silverman ✶ NowThis! ✶ Upworthy ✶ BEME ✶ Chicago Magazine ✶ Adam Carolla Show ✶ Salon ✶ 
✶ Reveal on NPR ✶ Newsweek ✶ Business Insider ✶ Chicago Tonight ✶ NY Times ✶ Washington Post ✶ CSPAN2 Book TV ✶

✶ 360 w/ Anderson Cooper ✶ USA Today ✶ Vox ✶ Al Jazeera America ✶ Glenn Beck ✶

✶ Author, WHITE AMERICAN YOUTH: My Descent into America's Most Violent Hate Movement—and How I Got Out (Hachette, 2018) 

✶ Emmy Award winner (2016) ✶ TEDxMileHigh speaker (Denver, CO) ✶ Geneva Peace Talk at United Nations Genéve (Geneva, Switzerland) ✶
✶ Strong Cities Network Summit (Antalya, Turkey) ✶ Speaker at global events hosted by the U.S. Department of State, White House/National Security Council, U.S. 

Department of Justice, FBI, U.S. Embassies ✶ UNCHARTED: The Berkeley Festival of Ideas ✶

✶ 

✶ Summit Against Violent Extremism (Dublin, Ireland) ✶ West Point Military Academy keynote speaker ✶
Featured in his MSNBC documentary series Breaking Hate (2018) | Showtime 'Dark Net' | 'The Politics of Hate' documentary ✶ 

BIOGRAPHY
Christian Picciolini is an award-winning television producer, a public speaker, author, 
peace advocate, and a reformed violent extremist. His life’s work bears witness to an 
ongoing and profound need to atone for a grisly past and an urgency to make something 
of his time on this planet by contributing to the greater good.

After leaving the violent hate movement he helped create during his youth, he began 
the painstaking process of rebuilding his life. While working for IBM, Christian earned a 
degree in international relations from DePaul University and later began his own global 
media firm.

In 2009, Christian co-founded Life After Hate, a nonprofit dedicated to helping others 
counter racism and violent extremism. He is currently leading the Free Radicals Project, 
the world’s first global network of extremism preventionists, who are helping people 
disengage from hate movements and other violence-based ideologies around the globe.
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FACTOIDS
NAME:  Picciolini is pronounced PEACH-O-LEE-NEE (like a peach!) 

HOME:  Chicago, IL USA

AGE:  45

QUICK FACTS:  

• Author, WHITE AMERICAN YOUTH: My Descent into America's Most Violent Hate Movement—and How 
I Got Out (Christian's memoir was published by Hachette Books on December 26, 2017. Note: this is an 
updated re-published edition of Romantic Violence: Memoirs of an American Skinhead, 2015)

• Founder, FREE RADICALS PROJECT: Christian founded the anti-hate nonprofit in 2017.

• Christian premiered his documentary series, Breaking Hate, on MSNBC in August 2018. He has 
personally helped over 100 people disengage from violent extremism from all over the world. He 
continues to work with people from all backgrounds and walks of life.

• Emmy Award Winner, 2016: Christian won a Regional Chicago/Midwest Emmy Award for producing 
and directing a PSA called, "There is life after hate."

• Christian is a TEDx speaker (Denver, 2017), and has spoken all over the globe, in some of the world's 
most prestigious institutions.
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DESCRIPTION
A stunning look inside the world of violent hate groups be a one-time white 

supremacist leader who, shaken by a personal tragedy, realized the error of his 

ways and abandoned his destructive life to become an anti-hate activist.

Raw, inspiring, and heartbreakingly candid, White American Youth tells the 

fascinating story of how so many young people lose themselves in a culture of 

hatred and violence and how the criminal networks they forge terrorize and divide 

our nation.

KEY SELLING POINTS
MASSIVELY IN-DEMAND PUNDIT
With white-supremacist rallies — from Charlottesvile to Berkeley to Boston — 

drawing the ire of the nation, Picciolini has emerged as the expert who can unpack 

the dangerous psychology of the white power movement, appearing on I Love You, 

America' with Sarah Silverman, CBS' 60 Minutes and Face the Nation, NPR's Here 

& Now, and Samantha Bee's TBS show Full Frontal.

OUTSPOKEN LIGHTNING ROD AGAINST TRUMP
Picciolini minces no words in discussing those who aid violence. When Trump 

withdrew a Department of Homeland Security grant that had been awarded to 

Picciolini’s nonprofit to help fight hate groups, he criticized the president and his 

criticism was covered extensively by The New York TImes, the New York Daily 

News, and CBS News.

CREATOR AND STAR OF MSNBC DOCUMENTARY
MSNBC has picked up Picciolini’s documentary special ‘Breaking Hate’ in which he 

performs interventions on white supremacists and grapples with the legacy of the 

white power movement in America.

MEDIA AND SOCIAL MEDIA-SAVVY AUTHOR
Picciolini has worked in media for nearly a decade, and as evidenced by his Emmy 

win and his recent media campaign for Life After Hate, which has raised nearly 

$1,000,000 in funding.
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MY DESCENT INTO AMERICA'S MOST VIOLENT HATE MOVEMENT—AND HOW I GOT OUT




